
Open Source 
and 

Innovation for Kosovo



Information for Action

http://rapidsms.org

http://groups.google.com/group/rapidsms

http://rapidsms.org/


Problem: lack of real time information 

Solution: use simple phones to gather info

SMS =160 characters: constrained, but 

universally accessible

RapidSMS: turns individual SMSs into 

meaningful information; displaying, 

graphing and mapping it on the web



Malawi















Costs low since health workers have cells

 Training
 Costs of SMS messages











Literacy and Community Empowerment: 

SMS-based community forum

Supply Chain Management: tracking 

supplies during drought food distribution

Empowering Community Health Workers: 

decreasing child mortality through 

nutritional monitoring



Kosovo

Young: 50% of population under 25

Unique Opportunity: rapidly accelerating 

state infrastructure

Advanced Technology: I walked into a 

phone store, and the phones are fancy.



“
To make people count, you have to 

be able to count people first.

”

Birth Registration



Birth Registration

“
8.3% of Kosovo households have failed to 

register the birth of (some of) their 

children under 18 years of age.

”



95%

vs.

38%

ChildCount





Beyond Direct 
Implementation

Working directly with Open Source 

Community (You!)

Collaborations with University of Prishtina

Innovation Lab



Maybe we could help  with..

Providing Access to Your Opinions, 

Experiences in Real-Time for Your Policy 

Makers

 Access to International Resources

Support for Your Projects (like Mapping 

Kosovo)



Albanian / Serbian Translation of RapidSMS: 

Documentation + Back-end

Innovation Lab: Come participate!

Ideas: We are listening. 

And YOU can help with..



Political Participation: linking youth with 

institutional mechanisms

Making things happen: a free environment 

to bring innovative ideas, technical 

support to make them happen

Innovation Lab
powered by Kosovo Youth



Collaborations: existing history of 

collaboration, education key focus

Open Source Courses: Django, LAMP, 

Rapid Prototyping

University of Prishtina



(and others...http://unicefstories.wordpress.com)

http://unicefstories.wordpress.com/


Prabhas Pokharel

045 673 810

prabhas.pokharel@gmail.com

prabhasp on Twitter, Facebook

FLOSSK mailing list

Your ideas please!

mailto:prabhas.pokharel@gmail.com
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